
The settlement of West Milton began soon after completion of the survey of the Kayaderosseras Patent 
in 1770.  Daniel Campbell purchased 24,000 acres in the Patent, including land which would become West 
Milton.  Campbell had arrived in Albany County from Ireland in 1754 and gained wealth from the fur trader, and 
Schenectady merchant.  He married Angelica Bradt in 1760, a descendant of the Norwegian settler, Arnet Bradt, 
one of the founders of Schenectady.  By the eve of the Revolution Campbell had leased some of his property to 
over sixty families, mostly Scotch lowlanders, who remained loyal to the King of England. The continued 
allegiance to the King of many of these settlers brought them into conflict with many of their neighbors during 
the Revolutionary War.  Campbell himself was accused of being a Tory for his initial refusal to sign the oath of 
loyalty to the newly created United States.  Campbell built a gristmill and sawmill on the Glowegee Creek soon 
after the war ended.  These mills were located on the south end of present-day West Milton Road and helped 
supply lumber and ground flour for newly arriving settlers after the end of the war.  

Within West Milton, two small communities developed, Clute’s Corners and Spier’s Corners.   Spier’s 
Corners is located on the southside of the Glowegee Creek near the intersection of Galway Road, West Milton 
Road, and Paisley Road.  Among the very early settlers at Spiers’s Corners was Joseph Shearer, who came 
from Scotland around 1774, before the Revolution.  It was reported that “during that fearful period his wife used 
to walk to Schenectady and bring corn on her back over the Indian trails, have it ground at the old Gordon mill, 
and thus supply the household.”  Spiers Corners was originally called Whalen’s Corners after one its earliest 
residents Abel Whalen.  Abel had served as a Lieutenant in the Dutchess County Militia, during the Revolutionary 
War.  In 1790, he came from Hillsdale in Rensselaer County and settled at Spier's Corners, and had two sons, 
Abel and Ezekiel.  Another early pioneer, Simon P. Vedder came from Schenectady County in 1808, and settled 
in West Milton, where he created the first tavern at Spier's Corners. The first store was opened by Abram Vedder, 
son of Simon, and was later succeeded in its operation by Robert Spier, for whom the area was renamed. Around 
1800, a Presbyterian Church was established about a mile from Spiers Corners to provide services for the Scotch 
immigrants who came to Milton during the Revolution, most of whom settled on Paisley Road. This church was 
about forty feet square, two stories, with a spacious old-fashioned gallery.  It was abandoned in 1840 and the 
old building sold to James Hayes, who moved it to Galway and made a carriage-house of it.  Soon after the sale, 
a new church was built on a slight elevation overlooking Spier’s Corners. 
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The other “large” community of West Milton was called Clute’s Corner’ about a ½ mile north of Spier’s 
Corner.  It is named after John A. Clute who erected a large house near the intersection of West Milton Road 
and Crook’s Grove Road.  Ezekiel Whalen, son of Abel, served as Town Clerk between 1799 and 1808, and 
opened the first store at Clute's Corners. He also built a sawmill along the Kayaderosseras in West Milton. This 
neighborhood increasingly grew in importance as a manufacturing center in response to the creation of several 
other mills. In the 1840’s, Elijah Comstock established the Pioneer Mill which employed many residents of the 
area. Ezekiel Whalen followed suit and also built a mill nearby. In 1853 the Pioneer Mill was purchased by Coe 
Buchanan and Chauncey Kilmer who had experimented with and developed a method of producing paper using 
rye straw, which proved much cheaper to produce. Soon after Buchanan took sole control of the business, but 
then took on new partners including Elisha Comstock, William Wilson, and Solomon Parks. Within a few years it 
became the largest paper mill in the area. By 1866, the Pioneer Mill was a major supplier of newsprint in the 
northeast, producing about 4500 pounds of paper as 50 employees processed 3 tons of rye straw. 

The Pioneer Mill, like most paper mills along the Kayaderosseras, would eventually be purchased by 
George West who on his way to building a paper making Empire. George West immigrated from England in 1849 
and settled in Milton in 1861. He obtained a management position at the Pioneer Paper Mill in West Milton.  His 
employer Coe Buchanan was also a partner in an idle mill in nearby Rock City Falls called the Empire. When 
Buchanan’s partner Harlow Kilmer was killed in a tragic machinery accident, Buchanan offered West the chance 
to buy the mill. West took possession the following year. Other new businesses came to Clute’s Corners to meet 
the material needs of the local farmers and millworkers, including a second store, a tin shop, and blacksmith 
shop. In 1874, William Wilson, a partner in the Pioneer Mill, and one of the area's largest landowners, donated 
money to build a Chapel at a cost of about $900. A post office had been established at Clute’s Corners in 1824 
and remained in business until 1921 at the site of John Clute’s House and Store.  Land for District School #7 
was also donated, educating students up to the 8th grade.  Wilson also created a leisure park of more than three 
acres for use of the residence of West Milton. 

With the development of other forms of power- steam and electrical, the dependence on water power 
resulted in a decline and closing of most mills in West Milton.  The hamlet of West Milton became largely a 
bedroom community, where people lived but not generally work, aside from a few farms, which also lost 
relevance by the Depression.  The advent of nuclear power in the 1940’s actually had a positive outcome for 
West Milton. The Kenneth Kesselring Site opened in West Milton was built as a testing site for early nuclear 
reactors. In 1950, the site changed its focus to the testing of propulsion plants in the Nuclear Propulsion Program 
for training Navy operators for submarines. This facility became a major employer in the region for about 60 
years, but as of 2022 is beginning to be phased out for closure. 
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